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The Value of Ophthalmoscopic Examinations in Mental Diseases. 
Drs. Lukacs and Markbreiter (Weiner med. Presse, 48, 1907, No¬ 
vember 3). 

The authors publish their results of a carefully conducted ophthalmo¬ 
scopic examination in patients with mental diseases. The expectation 
that the results of the ophthalmoscopic examination would enlighten us 
as to the condition of the cortex has not been realized. However, the 
examinations are important on account of the disease changes, and on 
account of the frequent occurrence in the eyes of signs of degeneration 
which are of imminent importance in mental diseases. The most im¬ 
portant signs of degeneration are developmental defects which can be 
explained on the defective development of the nervous system, such as 
trophic disturbances and functional defects of the sense organs. Signs 
of degeneration are anomalies in the development of the retina, anomalies 
of the papilla, indistinct papillary borders, deviating forms of papilla as 
oval or oblong and'papillary pigmentation; these the authors consider 
abnormalities if not accompanied by astigmatism. Conus temporalis 
and pigmental conus occur frequently in mental diseases. Conus inferior 
is an absolute sign of degeneration of pathognostic value according to 
Wollenberg. Meniscus is also considered by many authors a develop¬ 
mental anomaly. The authors have carefully tabulated their results, and 
especially interesting are the results in paralysis, alcoholic insanity, de¬ 
mentia pnecox, amentia, hysteria, neurasthenia, manic depressive insanity, 
paranoia, epilepsy and idiocy. The authors draw the following conclu¬ 
sions: (1) The ophthalmologic examination reveals important informa¬ 
tion concerning the degeneration of the patient. (2) The signs of de¬ 
generation of the eyes occur most frequently in the degenerative dis¬ 
eases, as paranoia, epilepsy and idiocy, but may occur in the functional 
mental diseases, especially in the constitutional forms of alcoholism and 
hysteria. (3) The changes in the fundus oculi are frequent in mental 
diseases and not only when the etiological factor explains the findings 
as in paralysis, alcoholism, idiocy or hereditary syphilis. Very frequent 
is the hyperemia of the papilla and on account of the frequency of its 
occurrence it must be taken in consideration, although we are unable to 
appreciate and interpret its value. 

Fred J. Conzelmann. 

Studies in Tabes Dorsalis, with Especial Consideration of the 
Laryngeal Symptoms. Dr. Graeffner (Munch, med. Woch., 54, 
1907, September 3). 

The author publishes his results of his investigation of 221 cases of 
tabes dorsalis. The motor disturbances of the larynx may be divided 
into paralysis, crisis and incoordination. Of these perverse action, 
ataxia, twitching, tremor and oscillatory movements are considered. 
Paralysis occurred in 54, incoordination in 28, laryngeal crisis in 26 
cases and ataxia was observed in 14 cases combined five times with tremor 
of the vocal cords. Tremor alone occurred in 14 cases. Paralysis of the 
left crico-arytenoideus posticus was present in 28, of the right in 7, and 
of right and left in 8 cases. In the second examination three and one- 
half years later, according to the author’s schedule, he discovered 14 new 
cases with paralysis of the postici, in 7 of these the left posticus, in 2 the 
right posticus and in 5 cases the right and left postici were involved. Of 
these cases one was complicated with ataxia and 4 with tremor of the 
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vocal cords. At the second examination 6 other cases had tremor of the 
vocal cords. Twenty per cent, of the cases showed disturbances at the 
second which did not exist at the first examination. The author con¬ 
cludes from this, that the larynx, in tabes dorsalis, if the disease runs 
its natural course and the patient is not carried off by an intermittent 
disease, is in a much higher degree a locus minoris resistentiae than is 
commonly acknowledged. The relation that exists between the laryngeal 
and epigastric crisis, as Oppenheim pointed out, the author has confirmed 
in his cases. Of his 26 cases of laryngeal crisis, 20 had epigastric crisis 
also. To alleviate the paroxysms of pain aspirin and morphine proved to 
be the best remedies. Recently he has obtained good results from the 
administration of coryfin, 6 drops on a lump of sugar three times daily. 

Fred J. Conzelmann. 


The Beginning of Silver Maturity of Neurofibrils in the Spinal Cord 
of Mammals. Hofsahl (Journal f. Psychologie u. Neurologie, Vol. 
XI., no. 3). 

The author begins by stating that as soon as it was positively ascer¬ 
tained by means of the silver methods of Cajal and Bielschowsky that 
neurofibrils exist within the cells and fibers of the nervous system, the 
question arose at what stage in the development of the nervous system 
these fibrils originated. On investigation it was soon found that the silver 
impregnates not only the fibrils in the original sense but also certain fine 
fibers in the realm of the nervous system, and that the various fibrillar 
systems and elements of the nervous system take on the silver in lawful 
successions. All that developed the more extensive and different question, 
viz., the sequence of silver impregnation of the different parts of the 
central nervous system, hence the investigation of the so-called “ silver 
maturity” of neurofibrils was undertaken. The question as to the 
earliest manifestation of silver impregnation of neurofibrils is of great 
significance, firstly, because it is of great interest to know at what stage 
in the development of the individual the ingredients of the nervous system 
show a specific nervous character, and secondly, because in these early 
studies certain formations are individually impregnable which later can 
only with difficulty, or not at all be differentiated. 

The author briefly describes the views of different investigators, such 
as Held, Gierlich, Herxheimer and Brodman, and then gives his own results. 
In the embryos of cats and rabbits he found fibrils impregnated with silver 
in the earliest stages of the development of the cord, before there was 
any formation of the longitudinal system of fibers or any morphological 
differentiation. During that stage he found fibers with the silver stain 
in the anterior and posterior roots, in the anterior commissure, and in a 
system of arcuate fibers. Furthermore, the cells in the region of the 
later anterior horns showed intercellular impregnated fibrils in the form 
of a reticular cone which surrounded, basket-like, one pole of the neuro¬ 
blast body and from which an axis cylinder continuation could be fol¬ 
lowed to one of the roots. In this early stage of fibrillation process there 
can also be shown a system of fibers which runs from cells of the an¬ 
terior horns to the region of the posterior roots and partially enters into 
it, a system which was described in the lower vertebrates. 

A. A. Brill (New York). 



